
PRESS RELEASE – 10 JULY 2019 
 

 
 

The Royal Shakespeare Company’s 
multi award-winning Matilda The Musical 

comes to Portsmouth 
 
Mayfield School has been selected by the Royal Shakespeare Company (RSC) and The 

Mayflower Theatre to become a Matilda Champion School as part of the musical’s new 

nationwide education programme, Change My Story. Up to 50 Matilda Champion Schools 

will be recruited in the UK tour regions.  

Change My Story will reach up to 15,000 children and young people at more than 200 schools 

across the regions that Matilda The Musical is playing in as part of the show’s 2018/19 UK 

and Ireland tour.  

As a Matilda Champion School Mayfield School will enter into a two-year partnership with 

the RSC and local theatre The Mayflower which will see teaching staff work with professional 

theatre directors, choreographers and musical directors to produce a special edit of Matilda 

The Musical as their school play in July 2019, Monday 15th 5pm, Wednesday 17th, 9.30am & 

2.00pm.  

 

Jude Firth from Mayfield School said: “This has been such a wonderful experience for 

all involved, our year 4 pupils have had opportunities most pupils of this age can only dream 

about. Not only have they worked with professionals from the RSC but they have been to see 

the dress rehearsal of Matilda the Musical at the Mayflower too. They cannot wait to perform 

with the year 3 pupils support on 15th and 17th July” 

Fiona Ingram from the Royal Shakespeare Company said: “Change My Story gives 

schools the chance to work with musical directors, choreographers and directors from the 

RSC to stage their own edited performances of Matilda. It is a brilliant opportunity for them 

to share the story and creativity of Matilda with a whole new audience. Change my story is 

a perfect example of the power of the arts in the curriculum. It will give students and teachers 

the chance to build skills and confidence as they create theatre together with the RSC.” 

In addition to its Matilda Champion Schools programme, Change My Story offers schools 

professional development courses for teachers which use Matilda The Musical as a 

springboard for creative writing as well as Matilda In School Workshops for primary schools 

which are led by RSC and local theatre artists, exploring different storytelling techniques. 

Further details can be found at http://uk.matildathemusical.com/tour/schools/matilda-

school-resources/ 

Matilda The Musical is written by Dennis Kelly, with music and lyrics by Tim Minchin, 

and direction by Matthew Warchus. The production is designed by Rob Howell, with 

choreography by Peter Darling, orchestrations, additional music and musical supervision 

http://uk.matildathemusical.com/tour/schools/matilda-school-resources/
http://uk.matildathemusical.com/tour/schools/matilda-school-resources/


by Christopher Nightingale, lighting by Hugh Vanstone, sound by Simon Baker and 

the special effects and illusions are by Paul Kieve. 

Winner of 94 international awards, including 23 for Best Musical, Matilda The Musical has 

now been seen by 9 million people worldwide, having toured to over 70 cities and played more 

than 6600 performances in the West End, on Broadway and on tour across North America, 

the UK, Ireland, Australia and New Zealand. Matilda The Musical had its first non-English 

language production at the LG Arts Centre in Seoul, South Korea from September 2018 to 

February 2019.  

Inspired by the incomparable Roald Dahl’s beloved book, Matilda The Musical was 
commissioned by the Royal Shakespeare Company and premiered at the RSC’s Stratford-
upon-Avon home in November 2010, before transferring to London’s West End in October 
2011, where it opened to rave reviews. The New York production of Matilda The Musical 
opened in April 2013 at Broadway’s Shubert Theatre and was celebrated on 10 “Top Ten” lists 
for 2013, including TIME Magazine’s #1 Show of the Year. 
 
Matilda The Musical swept the board at the 2012 Olivier Awards, with a record-breaking seven 

awards, and won four Tony Awards and a Tony Honor for Excellence in the Theater for the 

four girls sharing the title role on Broadway. 

The Australian and New Zealand production won a Sydney Theatre Award for Best Musical in 

2015, and played sold-out seasons in Melbourne, Brisbane, Perth, Adelaide and Auckland. The 

show broke further records in July 2016 by winning all 13 Helpmann Awards for which it was 

nominated.  

Matilda The Musical is produced by the Royal Shakespeare Company with André Ptaszynski 

and Denise Wood as Executive Producers. The production was developed with the support of 

Jeanie O’Hare and the RSC Literary Department. 

-ENDS- 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

● The original cast recording of Matilda The Musical is available from iTunes and on CD. Recorded 

in a studio by the original Stratford-upon-Avon cast, the album includes 17 original numbers from 

the production, including When I Grow Up, Revolting Children and The Smell of Rebellion.  The 

CD is available from the RSC Shop - www.rsc.org.uk/shop, iTunes, or via the Matilda The Musical 

website www.matildathemusical.com 

 

● The work of the RSC Literary Department is generously supported by THE DRUE AND H.J. 

HEINZ II CHARITABLE TRUST 

● The RSC Acting Companies are generously supported by THE GATSBY CHARITABLE 
FOUNDATION and THE KOVNER FOUNDATION 
 

● Edwardian Hotels London - Preferred Hotel Partner for Matilda The Musical in London 
 
● EPK footage of Matilda The Musical is available here 
 

About the RSC 

The Royal Shakespeare Company creates theatre at its best, made in Stratford-upon-Avon and 
shared around the world.  We produce an inspirational artistic programme each year, setting 
Shakespeare in context, alongside the work of his contemporaries and today’s writers. 
 

http://www.rsc.org.uk/shop
http://www.matildathemusical.com/
https://youtu.be/zFzlg8t8R4k


Everyone at the RSC - from actors to armourers, musicians to technicians - plays a part in creating the 
world you see on stage.  All our productions begin life at our Stratford workshops and theatres and we 
bring them to the widest possible audience through our touring, residencies, live broadcasts and 
online activity. So wherever you experience the RSC, you experience work made in Shakespeare’s 
home town. 
 
We have trained generations of the very best theatre makers and we continue to nurture the talent of 
the future. We encourage everyone to enjoy a lifelong relationship with Shakespeare and live 
theatre.  We reach 530,000 children and young people annually through our education work, 
transforming their experiences in the classroom, in performance and online.  Registered charity no. 
212481 www.rsc.org.uk. 

 
 

 
About Roald Dahl and his legacy 
 
Roald Dahl (1916-1990) was the author of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Matilda, The BFG and 
many more of the world’s best-loved children’s stories. He remains one of the World’s greatest 
storytellers. 
 
His first children’s story, James and the Giant Peach published in 1961, was a hit and every 
subsequent book became a best-seller. 
 
Today, his stories are available in 61 languages and, by a conservative estimate, he has sold more than 
250 million books. Many of these stories have also been adapted for stage and screen, including the 
1971 film classic Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory, Wes Anderson’s acclaimed Fantastic Mr 
Fox, and the Royal Shakespeare Company’s multi-award winning production of Matilda The Musical. 
The latest Roald Dahl story to hit the big screen was Steven Spielberg’s #1 box office blockbuster The 
BFG in 2016. 
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